Mons. Daron Géréjian, Bishop of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Opio, France

Permit me to present myself: I am Monseigneur Daron Géréjian, Bishop of the Armenian Apostolic Church, delegate by His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of this Church, the seat of which is situated in Etchimiadzine, Armenia.

Today I’d like to speak about the “Christian Spirituality as a Contributing Factor to the Progress of the European Union”. We will notice, anyway, that it is not possible any longer to isolate Europe in the new context of  globalization.

In a book issued this year Laurent Feller speaks about the “Church and the western society from the beginning of the VII century to the middle of the XI century”, studying this long historical period during which the christianisation of Europe has been done.

Everything was subject to religion in the Middle Ages. All the civilization, both in the verb and in the matter, was impregnated with religion. Some considered this fact as a restraint to the progress, as an effective regression. Anyway, thanks to the Providence and to the endeavours of the collectivity there was as much progress in the Middle Ages as in any other period.

Then occured the separation between the State and the Church, and the Christians would give to Ceasar what was Ceasar’s, creating a balance between the Word and the Power, between the Faith and the Reason.

The end of the churches’ monopoly was not the end of the proper Christian culture in any case, nor was it the end of the two-thousand-year long civilization with its inevitable values, where the “layity would become heretic and the continuation of the Christian values”.

Other works marking the great historical stages speak about the Encyclics from Leo XIII to Benedict XV. 

Later in the Thirties, Pius XI interrogates himself about great social problems of his age: Mutation of the Enterprises and Morality, where he recommends the organisation of syndicates. Issuing of a teaching about the great contemporary dossiers such as Fascism, Nazism and Communism.

On the waves of the Forties, Pius XII expresses himself through three radio-messages, which will prepare the reconstruction of the post-war period. 

John XXIII, then Paul VI takes up again the problem of justice and peace: Peace is impossible without justice.

Finally, John Paul II has developed the social teachings of Church probably more then any other of the contemporary Popes.

Foundations of a different society appear: the social teaching of the Church is characterised at present by “a dialogue between its doctrine and the CHANGING SITUATIONS in Europe and in the World, but also by a dialogue between its classical principles found in the tradition and the constant reinterpretation of such principles in the light of human sciences and new situations”. 

The principle of SOLIDARITY becomes an essential behaviour face to face with the contemporary evils and the danger of wars in any form. It becomes a particularly urgent exigency because of the interdependency of peoples.

“While the World takes a strong awareness of the mutual dependence of everyone and of the necessity of solidarity, here it is violently torn by the opposition of forces that are fighting it. Rough political, social, economical, racial and ideological dissensions still persist and remains the danger of a war able to destroy everything.” (GS 4,4). The case can also be that of natural forces or cataclysms like the earthquake in Armenia on 7th December 1988 that caused 25,000 dead. The solidarity of Europe in the bosom of an international aid was remarkable and it underlined the brotherhood among people and peoples.

I would like to draw your attention towards the importance of a careful DISCERNMENT and of a wise LUCIDITY as for, among others, the great political streams: Pius XI points out that “although it contains a part of truth, Socialism is incompatible with Christianity because it requires equality at the cost of sacrifice of freedom, which is procured by the organs of an authoritative society. Even more inadmissible is Communism because of its atheism, its materialism, its contempt of the human person”. As for Capitalism, “it overflows with the economical field and exerts its empire in the political field”. Liberalism generates “economical imperialism” and “international money imperialism”. Thus, a Christian who wants to live his faith through the political action conceived as a service cannot join the ideological systems, whatever they may be, without contradicting himself. Such systems are opposed to his faith and to his conception of man.

As from John XXIII, the social teachings of the Church underline especially “the right to the private property and, in respect of the principle of subsidiarity, it recognizes the State’s positive role in defence, promotion and limitation of this right”. Returning back to the sense of the principle of SUBSIDIARITY, this principle restricts the rights of the (European) community. Such rights are considered secondary in comparison with the rights of the member States and of the regions. The intervention of the States must always have in view the welfare of people and of intermediate groups and it must care not to sink in the collectivism.

We can also be exposed to the temptation to consider that our personal rights be maintained only when we are released from every rule of the Divine Right. Along this way, however, far from being saved, the human Dignity fades. (GS 41,3)

The Christian thought, deep-rooted in the Gospel, has progressively transformed, modelled and oriented the mentality and consequently the culture and the social life. A HUMAN PERSON, his/her DIGNITY and RIGHTS must assume an increasingly important place in the Christian reality. First of all, the State itself has to make them respect. Bold and deeply innovating transformations must be undertaken in the name of this dignity in view of a “civilisation of Love”. And in the light of this same dignity must be intended the cooperation among the European Union’s rich and poor countries, in a spirit of solidarity. In any case, man will not be allowed to be sacrificed to the needs of any strategy.

If seen through the European binocular, Christian spirituality had stricken root in the mists of time. In a new form of Evangelisation we have all the responsibility to feed it, to make it “grow” and to never abandon it.

The place of the Christian spirituality as a factor of progress remains evident in this great family where man, let’s not forget it, created in the likeness of God, is the centre and the peak of every creation. The brother- and  sisterhood has settled itself, suppressing political borders of the past which have become imaginary by now; it has contributed to the welfare of the population and given to millions of individuals a sense for their lives enriched with a deep spirituality. What I have just said will be able to be realized only with the collaboration of everyone, especially of the European community, within a solidarity including everybody, beginning from those who are most marginalized. The poorest countries themselves have the duty to practise solidarity among each other and even with other countries that are even more marginalized.

Man is not and must never be considered a machine for production, but, I repeat, a living being, centre and peak of every creation, personified in his action of love, justice and truth, based on a motive and innovating spirituality. 

European Union is a new God’s abode for men. It is a gift wanted by Christ in order to let people know that a part of their happiness can come from a material prosperity. An inner life full of spirituality is, however, necessary in order to live one’s happiness entirely.

Church has the duty to announce the Good News that the MORAL QUALITY commands the human’s present happiness and prepares their eternal salvation. There is a new fact anyway: Church is not any longer alone to announce a moral discourse in the social matter; some of the most brilliant intellectuals of our time have introduced a strong moral worry in their economical studies. This way they return to the tradition of the modern economy founders.

Nevertheless, the European Union is a harmonious community based on cooperation, allowing its member countries to develop within a precise boundary in order to enter a process rich in goods and in peace.

We can say that scientific and technical progress has brought and is still bringing numerous benefits to the humanity. However, this evolution towards new technologies has also revealed its perverse effects. All people are becoming conscious nowadays of the danger for the planet  arising from the pollution. 

It is therefore urgent, especially for the most advanced continents like ours, to learn once again to treat the creation with respect; because every man is a part of the nature and the nature is the man’s environment in a perpetual mutual exchange. Touch the nature means touch the man himself. This matter is connected to the consumption and it sets up the question of ecology and of destruction of the natural environment. Even more serious is the destruction of the human environment and consequently the responsibility of today’s humanity towards future generations.

European Union is a true gift to everybody. However, receiving does not mean remaining indifferent in front of a new situation. It is evident that receiving means participation. Church shows a sentiment of respect towards this union that continues extending. It is called to bring testimony to the World through its institutions, which enrich it unceasingly, and it brings its part to the progress of the humanity. In the united Europe’s pluralist society the Church offers a general and generous teaching of respect for the human life, nature and of a fair distribution of goods. 

Let me imagine today’s European Union like a pre-figuration of Paradise, which our Lord alludes to when he says: “Don’t seek elsewhere, Paradise is in you”.

Then, not only will we go on contributing to the work of the sister Churches, but we also will fortify together this two-thousand-year old history through a new Christian spirituality – factor of progress for a new Europe.

“Church never hesitates to re-question the present in the name of a future full of greater love, which can be built by the Christians but with the grace of God. The Church spreads in the hearts treasures of grace deposited in the Sacraments and in the Holy Scriptures. In this time of a new evangelisation the Church offers the efficacious Word that it preserves to all people of good will. And like Saint Peter, it proclaims the good news par excellence: “I have no silver and no gold, but what I have, I give it to you: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk!”

I will conclude with the honour and the joy of greeting all the Representatives of the Christian Churches united around our only shepherd Jesus Christ.

Mgr. Daron Géréjian 

